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29th October 2010

To all Race Organisers
Welsh Triathlon (WT) is a membership organisation. Currently we have around 500 members, although we know that each year there are 3000 or so race starts. This means in short that many athletes entering races are not members of WT or one of the other National Governing Bodies (NGBs). After consultation with British Triathlon Federation (BTF), Triathlon England (TE), Triathlon Scotland (TS) and a selection of members, race organisers and clubs the WT board will be making some changes for 2011 and beyond. 

In line with many other sports our aspirations are that all members of clubs and athletes entering races will be members of their NGB. There are many reasons for this but the 2 most important ones are:-

1) Insurance. Non-members have no insurance whilst training. Non-members who enter a race and pay for a day licence get public liability insurance for the duration of that race only. Members get a comprehensive insurance 365 days of the year which covers them when training and racing for both personal accident and public liability. Full details of this and all the other benefits of membership can be found on the WT website.

2) Funding. Currently WT is entirely dependent on receiving funding from Sport Wales. It is certain that this funding will be reduced in the future and we will need to find other sources, primarily in the form of sponsorship. We will be much more attractive to potential sponsors and sponsorship deals if we have a sizeable membership.

For the future of the sport and the protection of individuals we need to encourage athletes to become full members of their NGB. We can target this through the clubs and the races we have here in Wales. The first step we are introducing is to increase the day licence fee from £2 to £8 commencing on 1st January 2011.

Athletes will be given a code by the race organiser when they buy their day licence. This code can be used at a later date if they go online and join Welsh Triathlon resulting in a £5 discount off the normal annual fee for that year. The race organiser will also benefit as that code will trigger a £5 kick back to them as well. Some race organisers add a premium to the day licence fees themselves, individual organisers should make their own decision whether to continue with this or not.

This system will not be rolled out to children’s events or certain designated novice events at the present time.

Another change is the introduction of rolling memberships. This means that when joining the membership will run for 12 months from that date and not expire on 31st March the following year as it does at present.

For any queries regarding these changes please contact:-

· Terry Jones at the WT office in Swansea 01792 543568 (Monday to Wednesday) terryjones@welshtriathlon.org  

· James Taylor – Development Manager – Welsh Triathlon – 07860 695277 jamestaylor@welshtriathlon.org
Yours faithfully

Chairman




President
Steve Butler




Dean Hardie 
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